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Counterterrorism Challenges
The cost of terrorism has affected most countries and especially the United States. The 9/11 attacks awoken the United States defense force and many approaches were introduced to combat terrorism (Anderson, 2009). However, the National Intelligence Estimate has demonstrated that jihadist movements such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS continue to spread despite the numerous counter-terrorism tactics. Several challenges continue to hinder the counter-terrorism efforts of the government (Northam, 2006). Laws that hinder law enforcement agencies to investigate terrorism and many intelligence organizations make it hard for them to share sensitive information. Although many government agencies in the United States have improved their tactics to combat terrorism to several challenges are causing many terrorist groups to spread. 
The Fourth Amendment was put in place to eliminate unlawful seizures and searches of property without a search warrant. The exclusive rule was allowed by the Supreme Court to change the 4th amendment to state that police can search an arrested person. The police can search for something which they feel could endanger the lives of citizens. This law prohibits law enforcement agencies from questioning or searching for private properties in America. The agents cannot search for information from American citizens if they are not certain that they are keeping dangerous weapons. Sometimes they cannot prove to the judge that the lives of other citizens are in danger to receive a warrant. This is a major challenge because many terrorists walk freely because they know that they are protected by the law. 
Many intelligence and law enforcement organizations are fighting a common enemy. These include the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the National Security Agency (NSA), and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (National Commission on Terrorism, 2001). Sharing sensitive terrorism information to these communities has been a major challenge due to the level of its confidentiality required (Anderson, 2009). As a result, these diverse organizations carry out their investigations without involving each other. The method became lengthy and expensive because each of them has to develop approaches to combatting terrorism without the help of the other to avoid leakage. 
The government should address these challenges to improve counter-terrorism efforts. Laws such as the protection from search and seizure by the constitution has been a major challenge. The 4th amendment gives people privacy since their vehicles, and houses cannot be searched without a valid reason (Perl, 2007). The congress can amend this law to allow law enforcement agencies to search a private property or individual if they feel that he or she is carrying a dangerous weapon. The diverse enforcement agencies should work together to achieve one objective. Fines and warnings should be given to the officers who leak terrorism-related information (National Commission on Terrorism, 2001).
 In conclusion in past years, terrorism was state-sponsored and Congress enacted several laws and regulations to prevent it. The United States reduced terrorism attacks by combining military and diplomatic approaches. Extremism continues to spread despite several counter-terrorism efforts by the U.S. Laws and diverse intelligence organizations are the two major challenges that the government should address these to combat the spread of terrorism.
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